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PRESENT:  Councillor K Nord  In the Chair 
 

Councillor M Docker  Councillor S Clough 
Councillor J Davenport  Councillor J Hillman   
Councillor M Malbon     

 
APOLOGIES: Councillors P Groves and R Samra  
 

 
 
257 CHAIRMAN FOR THE MEETING 
 
 In the absence of both the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman, the Parish Council was invited 

to elect a Chairman for the meeting. 
 
 RESOLVED: That Councillor K Nord be elected Chairman for the meeting.  
 
258 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 

Members were invited to declare any disclosable pecuniary interest or non-pecuniary 
interest which they had in any item of business on the agenda, the nature of that interest, 
and in respect of disclosable interests, to leave the meeting prior to the discussion of that 
item. 
 

No declarations were made.  

  
259 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME (10 MINUTES) 
 

There were no members of the public in attendance. 
 
260 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 

 At the Community Hall Management Committee meeting held on 14 January 2013, a number 
of payments had been authorised but there had only been one cheque-signatory at the 
meeting. The cheques authorised were now made available and signed by a second 
signatory. 

 
261 LOCAL PLAN 
 

 The Parish Council was invited to submit formal comments to Cheshire East Council in 
respect of the Local Plan on the following two consultation documents – 

 
 Shaping Our Future – A Development Strategy for Jobs and Sustainable Communities 
 Shaping Our Future – Policy Principles 
 

 RESOLVED: That the following be submitted to Cheshire East Council as the Parish 
Council’s formal observations on the two consultation documents referred to above:  

 
“The Parish Council welcomes the underlying principles contained in the two documents and, 
in particular, supports the approach to employment and industry. The following specific 
comments are also made:    

 

i. The refreshment of the new Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (“the SHLAA”) 
is welcomed as a plan-led approach to provide a 7.1 year housing supply which, with the 
recently approved 241 dwellings on Queen’s Drive, Nantwich, has increased this to 8.5 
years approximately. This will discourage developers from making speculative applications. 
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(It was noted that this had yet to be approved by Cheshire East Council’s Strategic Planning 
Board.)  

ii. In this period of austerity, the Parish Council acknowledges the achievement that so many 
shops in Nantwich have remained open. There should be continued support of the boutique 
shops (ie independent retailers), in preference to “High Street” chains as this represents an 
important feature of Nantwich.  

iii. The character of Nantwich should be maintained and enhanced as a nationally renowned 
tourism area, and this will need to take into account car parking and traffic-management 
strategies.  

iv. The improvements to the Nantwich riverside are also welcomed as a means of increasing 
the footfall in Nantwich.  

v. Support is given to the proposed new villages south-east of Crewe and north of the A500 link 
and Members are of the view that this appears to be crucial to the dualling of the A500 and 
the development of business in this area.  

vi. The Parish Council supports the proposed development at Kingsley Fields as this is a 
sustainable development in respect of access to the town centre which offers potential 
advantages in the form of footfall whilst not placing pressure on existing parking facilities and 
also in terms of access to and from the development via the new road infrastructure directly 
to the local major A-road network, thus preventing undue pressure on the existing local road 
network.  

vii. The recent planning applications submitted by Muller Homes (commonly referred to as 
“Nantwich South” [Planning Applications Nos. 12/3746N and 12/3747N] both yet to be 
determined) effectively propose the creation of an additional community in Stapeley.  The 
Parish Council objected to the applications for a number of reasons, one of which is that it 
considers that steps should be taken to build (in the broad sense) on what already exists in 
the parish to make it a more cohesive community with a sense of identity. 

viii. The Parish Council welcomes the removal of the Nantwich South site from the primary list of 
sites in recognition that it could not sustain the proposed housing numbers owing to 
inadequate infrastructure.  The Parish Council would welcome its complete removal.  

 
ix. The proposals contained in the Nantwich Town Strategy are supported.  

 

x. The surrounding areas of Stapeley and Batherton have a strong agricultural history and the 
Parish Council would like an extension of the proposed Green Belt to help maintain the 
character of the area and to protect one of the few agriculturally-based gateways into the 
town.  
 
Industrial Development  

xi. There is general support for employment centres, but the Parish Council would prefer “blue 
chip” industries which are in proximity to housing development and travel links.  The Parish 
Council is opposed to large-scale automated industrial units which are staffed by a very 
small number of employees. The over-arching policy must demonstrate a diverse quality 
industry which will sustain significant numbers of people from the local economy to create 
longevity of employment. The Parish Council, therefore, supports the proposed “knowledge 
economy” which is intended to attract and retain high-tech firms and skilled workers. 
 

xii. There is support for the development at Basford East and Basford West sites with the 
proposed 4000 jobs at Basford East and 2000 jobs at Basford West. 
 

xiii. There is a strong view that, given that there are a large number of development applications 
coming forward, there could be an over-supply of housing which is not matched by the 
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provision of local sustainable employment.  Such large-scale development would also dilute 
the character of the area.  

 
xiv. The Parish Council iterated some of its observations made as part of the Place-Shaping 

Consultation exercise in September 2011 which had focused primarily on the Borough’s 
principal towns.  

 Local employment is required to ensure sustainability of the area.  

 Traffic congestion is a problem in Stapeley and is likely to be exacerbated as a result 
of proposed new developments.  

 One of the most important aspects of planning, and often neglected, is the 
infrastructure.  This is key to the future of the area over the next 20 years.  There 
had not, hitherto, been a cohesive approach to the creation of the infrastructure in its 
broadest sense (ie basic facilities, services and installations need to enable the 
community to function).  It is fundamental to planning a sustainable future for the 
area and should be put in place before any proposals for housing development are 
considered.  

 

In conclusion, the Parish Council would welcome an acknowledgement that there should be a 
moratorium on additional developments in Stapeley.  This area has been heavily developed in the last 
10 years and is currently working hard to establish a resident-based community which can function 
effectively and develop a quality environment.  There is not the capacity for further expansion owing 
to the limitations of the current infrastructure nor, indeed, the ability of the community to deal with a 
further substantive influx of new residents.”  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

………………………………………………..Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The meeting commenced at 7.30 pm and concluded at 9.00 pm 


